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lished, and all had settled down to making themselves at home in their various quarters. Part of the coolies set up their two tents, but others preferred to build themselves huts with the rocks and slabs which covered the ridge.
Up to this point the coolies had not been able to tell us anything of the region we had traversed, but here several of them recognised the surroundings, and said we were on the Barmal La. We therefore called the camp Barmal Camp. Its altitude was 17,260 feet The situation of the Barmal La is wild and grand in the extreme, lying, as it does, in a narrow gap between two mountains towering directly above it, with nothing but ice, snow, and rock, visible in any direction* The peak enclosing it on the south* west, rising a thousand feet in an absolutely perpendicular precipice, terminates in two rock-needles, while that on its east is the impressive, hitherto unnamed mountain which we called Mount Nieve Penitente. Between these mountains to the south-* east a good view is obtained of the North-West Col, the snow-ridge leading from it around towards the Pariabad opening, the broken ice-slants falling from it into the head of the Bara Zaj Nai nala, and of